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Gift and/or an IRA Rollover, please reach out to
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Financial contributions to support the mission of
Catholic Charities of Los Angeles in Ventura County
can be made safely and securely online via our
website, by scanning the QR code, or simply returning
the enclosed remit envelope with your donation.
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VENTURA COUNTY ADVISORY BOARD

In August, Ventura County Advisory Board Members attended
a retreat at St. Michael’s House in Oxnard.

L to R-Top: Tom Lawson, Fr. Skip Thomson, Rob Devericks, Dan McGrath,

Gabriel Rivera. Bottom-Adam Merring, Noel Merring, Maria Lawson, Gary
Wessely, Annie Devericks, Brenda Dominguez, Nick Dominguez, Joe Burgos.
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MOORPARK
PANTRY PLUS

(805) 529-0720

DASIS
CAMARILLO

(805) 987-2083

JOIN US AT THIS YEAR’S GALA!

Scan the QR Code for more
information or to RSVP.
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Please join us for an elegant evening of fine dining and dancing
te benefit Catholic Charities in Ventura County.

Wednesday, December 3, 2025

|
G 30 pm

Spanish Hills Club
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In September, my wife and | welcomed our third son into
the world. There is no greater joy than holding a newborn
baby in your arms! As | reflect on this great blessing and
the approaching Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, | am
certainly grateful for the gift of fatherhood and marriage. This
holiday season, | am also reminded of God'’s great gift to us
in the Eucharist, derived from the Greek word “eucharistia”
meaning “thanksgiving”, wherein He gives himself to us as
food under the appearance of bread and wine so beautifully
prefigured in Luke’'s account of the Nativity, “She wrapped
him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn.” Imagine
the joy Mary had holding her newborn son after making

MANY MANSIONS & CATHOLIC CHARITIES WORKING TOGETHER!

In the social service sector, agency
partnerships are sometimes critical in
being able to assist clients in need. Thus,
when Many Mansions Case Manager, Rose
Banuelos, reached out to Moorpark Pantry
Plus Coordinator, Patricia Calderon, regarding
a utility assistance case, she was eager to
help. Juan Lopez, had recently moved
into Many Mansions permanent supportive
housing from a homeless encampment,
was experiencing financial hardship, and
unfortunately was unable to pay the electricity

bill. Rose, Juan’'s Case Manager, shares:

%M Dourere.

“I wanted to say thank you for the support
that was pledged to our resident for his
disconnected electricity. After exhausting
all leads here in the City of Oxnard and
surrounding areas, you were the only agency
that was able to assist us. Our resident was
able to get his electricity turned on shortly
after your organization paid the pledge.
We are so grateful for you!”
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the arduous trek with Joseph from Nazareth to Bethlehem.
Mary then lays her infant in a manger, a feeding trough
for animals, in a symbolic prefiguration of Jesus in the
Eucharist—body, blood, soul, and divinity—as food for us—
the Bread of Life. “I am the living bread that came down
from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever;
and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of
the world.” —John 6:51 While Christ in the Eucharist can
nourish us spiritually, many are experiencing a more
temporal hunger. 5.5 million people in California alone have
already missed their November Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefit payments. As a result,
we have seen a significant increase in the number of people
utilizing our food pantries in both Ventura and Moorpark.
Emergency Food and Shelter Program (EFSP) funding has
also been temporarily paused and itis uncertain if and when
that funding will become available, hindering our ability to
provide rental assistance. Many are struggling to put food
on the table daily, much less for a lavish Thanksgiving
meal. During this season of giving, your financial support of
Catholic Charities in Ventura County ensures that our doors
will remain open in order to provide basic necessities for
those in need. Your donation ensures the continuation of
our Holiday food and gift programs and no gift is too small.
Please prayerfully consider making a charitable contribution
as a Thanksgiving or Christmas tithe. Our clients, volunteers;
and staff are grateful for your support! As always, I'm happy
to speak with you about the work we do in our community
in support of the less fortunate. | can be reached via email
at GabrielRivera@ccharities.org.

May God bless you in abundance,

Gabriel Rivera, Program Director, Ventura County

Juan Lopez was able to keep the lights on

through utility assistance provided at Moorpark
Community Services in Ventura County.




BACK TO SCHOOL!

In partnership with School On Wheels, the
Ventura Community Center hosted a Back-to-
School event on July 22nd.

EASTER JOY AT VENTURA
COMMUNITY CENTER

Perla Rodriguez is an unemployed single-mother
who has full-time custody of her three-year-old
twin girls. She has been a client of the Ventura
Community Service Center for four and a half
years. Perla shares, “We utilize the Food Pantry
out of necessity.” Perla and the girls frequent the
pantry for supplemental food assistance, diapers,
and other basic needs items. Additionally, they
participate in the Community Center’s holiday
programs. Most recently, receiving Easter
baskets for the twins in partnership with the
“Loaves and Fishes Ministry” at St. Jude's Parish
in Westlake Village.

“l am very grateful for Catholic Charities, because

when | have been most in need, the agency

has helped me especially in providing for my

daughters. Client Resource Coordinator, Veronica
® _ Santiago, has always offered words of support
# ¥ and encouragement to face my situation with
+a strength when times get difficult.”

Perla Rodriguez (right) and her twins, Sofia and Mia, after selecting
their Easter baskets with youth volunteer, Daniela Mendez (left).

Over 300 youth received new shoes & backpacks
as part of Moorpark Pantry Plus’ Shoe and
Backpack Programs!

|| school on wheels inc.

SISTERS & SEMINARIANS | il_ | =

The Ventura Community Center welcomes Sister Maxensia Kamusiime, a 2nd year novice with the Sisters
of the Holy Cross and seven St. John’s Seminarians for the year as they assist with food pantry operations

while discerning religiﬂus life and the priegthﬂgd_ Left to Right: Ventura Mayor, Dr. Jeannette Sanchez-
Palacios; School on Wheels Chief Development & Marketing
Officer, Sinead Chilton; Cathi Nye, Homeless Education
Program Coordinator-Ventura County Office of Education;
Gabriel Rivera, CCVC Program Director

OASIS NEWS

This past May, Older Adult Services
and Intervention Systems (OASIS)
Client Resource Coordinators, Connie
Perez and Rafael Morales, attended
an outreach event for seniors in
Santa Paula. Rafael has actively
been looking for mobility scooter
donations for OASIS clients in need,
like client, Armando Rodriguez, who h S
can now get around more easily| 9

thanks to a generous donor! S¥g
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From Left to Right: Israel Ceja, Manuel Pocasangre, Oscar Perez, Benito Martinez, Jesus Verduzco, Victor Carillo Il




