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FAITHFULLY SERVING VENTURA COUNTY FOR OVER 90 YEARS
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

This is probably the most significant picture anyone has ever taken of me. You see, the
child in the photograph is my three-year-old son. Here’s a bit of context—for the better
part of twenty years, I have served God as a Catholic lay evangelist proclaiming the
message of the gospel to thousands of youth all over the world. This February, while
ministering to a group of teenagers from St. James and St. John’s parishes in San Diego
County, my son snuck up behind me while I witnessed. I didn’t even know he was there
until my priest friend, Fr. George Perez, CJM shared the image via a text message a
few days later. The image has had a profound impact on me. It has compelled me to
reflect on the relationship between Father and Son. The photo is a tangible reminder
of the influence I have on my son and the great responsibility I have as a father to
model the love that God, the Fathet, has for each one of us, his beloved children, so
beautifully communicated to us in John 3:16, "For God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have
eternal life.” St. John Paul II, in a homily celebrating the Solemnity of Mary Mother of
God, and the 29th Wotld Day of Peace, put it like this, "In him, the divine sonship has
become our inheritance. By God's will, as adoptive sons we are coheirs of the eternal
Son, called to participate in the life of God, in eternal happiness in him." As we
approach the season of Easter, let us be reminded that God gave us of himself, even to
the point of death on a cross, out of a profound love for ALL of us, including the
poor, the vulnerable, and the marginalized. This Easter, let us become the hands and
feet of the risen Jesus, and model for the world through acts of service and giving the
love and joy that is found in the glory of the resurrected Christ. Happy Easter!

CUB SCOUTS PACK 3192
DONATES CANNED GOODS TO
THE VENTURA COMMUNITY
CENTER PANTRY!

., i

TTER 2025

GRATEFUL FOR OUR DONORS!

LOOKING EAST TOWARD THE RISING
SON - EASTERTIDE IS UPON US!

PROGRAM DIRECTOR GABRIEL RIVERA ACCEPTS A
$3000 DONATION FROM OXNARD MONDAY CLUB
REPRESENTATIVE, MARY CASILLAS TO BENEFIT
CLIENTS IN OXNARD.

MOORPARK ROTARY CLUB MAKES A DONATION OF CANNED AND

SHELF-STABLE GOODS FOR MOORPARK PANTRY PLUS. PROGRAM DIRECTOR, GABRIEL RIVERA

Client Success Story

LYDIA’S STORY

OASIS OFFERS SAFETY FOR SENIORS IN VENTURA COUNTY

VOLUNTEER. GIVE. DONATE. LEAVE A LEGACY

Financial contributions to support the mission
of Catholic Charities of Los Angeles in Ventura
County can be made safely and securely online
via our website, by scanning the QR code, or
simply returning the enclosed remit envelope
with your donation.

https:// catholicchatitiesve.secure.nonprofitsoapbox.com/ ccve-donations

To learn more about supporting Catholic Charities
in Ventura County through a tax-deductible Estate
Gift and/or an IRA Rollover, please reach out to
Greg Cornell, Development Director, at

GregCornell@CCharities.org.

Ventura Community Center

Moorpark Pantry Plus

(805) 643-4694 (805) 529-0720

Find Us Online At: www.catholiccharitiesvc.org

Oasis Camarillo
(805) 987-2083

Catholic
Charities
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Ventura County

Stairs can be treacherous. A simple trip or fall can lead to a devastating injury,
especially for seniors. So when Lydia Lovato’s daughter began to encourage her
to move-in with her citing a concern for safety and mobility due to a lack of
hand rails into her current home, Lydia knew she had to act. Valuing her
independence and not wanting to leave her residence or community, she spoke
with a neighbor, who recommended she call OASIS for assistance. Client
Resource Coordinator, Rafael Morales, fielded the call at the OASIS satellite
office in Fillmore and immediately sprang into action. Utilizing an emergency
assistance fund awarded to OASIS through a Senior Care Action Network
(SCAN) grant, Rafael was able to purchase and install a pair of guardrails for
both the front and back of Lydia’s home. The OASIS program functions on the
belief that aging is not a disease and that seniors live healthier and more
productive lives when they remain as independent as possible, safe and mobile in
their own residence. Thanks to generous donors and grant resources Lydia was
able to stay in the place she values most—her own home.

OASIS CLIENT, LYDIA LOVATO, USES HER NEW
HANDRAILS TO SAFELY ENTER & EXIT HER HOME.




CHRISTMAS 2024 RECAP

Client Success Story

STEVEN’S STORY

Steven Lloyd is a regular visitor to the Ventura Community Center Food
Pantry. This past Christmas, he was able to provide gifts for his four
children, ages 14, 12, eight and four, through the center’s Christmas gift
program, in partnership with the generous donors of St. Jude Parish in
Westlake Village. “I am an unemployed, single dad with a disability. Giving
something to my children, thanks to Catholic Charities’ gift program, made
the holiday that much more special for us.” For two years in a row, staff and
volunteers at the Ventura Community Center have witnessed Lloyd strap a
bag of donated gifts to the back of his electric bicycle to bring the joy of
the season to his family.

VENTURA COMMUNITY CENTER VOLUNTEER LINDA CHAPARRO
(LEFT) GREETS STEVEN AND ARTEAZE LLOYD (RIGHT).
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“My four year-old son and 12 year-old autistic daughter especially enjoy
their presents. We are grateful for the work that you guys do to make a
difference in our community.”

LLOYD STRAPS BAGS OF GIFTS TO HIS ELECTRIC
BICYCLE TO TAKE TO HIS FAMILY.

LAS ROSAS GALA 2024

Deacon George and Sherrie Esseff were the honorees at the sixth annual fundraising
event held at Sherwood Country Club on December 3, 2024. The Esseff ’s have joyfully
dedicated over thirty years of service to Catholic Charities, many of which were spent
serving on the Ventura County Advisory Board. We are extremely grateful for all they
have contributed to the agency in sharing of their time, talent, and treasure. The evening
included cocktails, dinner and dancing to the sounds of the Mike Fortunato Trio. Since
its inception in 2019, the LLas Rosas Gala has raised $764,442 in gross revenue to directly
benefit the agency’s programs and operations in Ventura County.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THIS YEAR’S CELEBRATION TO BE HELD
ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD, 2025 AT THE SPANISH HILLS

COUNTRY CLUB IN CAMARILLO!

MOORPARK PANTRY PLUS VOLUNTEERS CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS TOGETHER AT M ON HIGH” IN MOORPARK. THE ANNUAL LUNCHEON |
SPONSORED BY RESTAURANT OWNER, DANNY MARGOLIS, IN APPRECIATION FOR ALL THE STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS DO FOR THE COMMUNITY.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Fran and David Carlson are volunteers at Moorpark
Pantry Plus. With their great attitude and versatile skills,
the support they offer in the warehouse is endless. From
making monthly family bags, filling produce boxes,
stocking shelves, donating to events, to keeping the
warchouse clean, they are considered the pantry's
“power couple”. David and Fran are celebrating their
six-year anniversary volunteering with Catholic Charities
in Moorpark and have always enjoyed giving back.

Upon retiring, they decided to become weekly volunteers.
Fran says, “serving others is biblical and always supported
by our church. Once we retired, being able to volunteer
became a way to support the food pantry on a continual
basis. There’s a tremendous need in Moorpark with so
many people and businesses supporting the food pantry.”

SPRING BRINGS NEW SEMINARIAN
FACES TO THE VENTURA COMMUNITY
CENTER FOOD PANTRY!
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EDUARDO BRIBIESCALEFT) AND NICHOLAS
MENESES (RIGHT).

“Volunteering at the Food Pantry is a rewarding experience for
me because it’s physical labor combined with meaningful social
interaction with other volunteers. It gives me satisfaction to give
back to our community and to help others in a way that is
valuable to them.”

We are so grateful for their time and joyful energy; they truly are
a blessing to the community.
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" ALVIN HUYNH (LEFT) AND RANDY:PINEDA [RIGHT) ASSIST A CLIENT.

Please join us in praying for the vocations of four of our Seminarian volunteers who are actively discerning the
priesthood. As always, we are grateful for the partnership with St. Johns Seminary in Camatrillo.

A LOCAL FAMILY WAS OVERJOYED TO REGEIVE
ASSISTANCE AT THE VENTURA COMMUNITY
CENTER. THANKS TO OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH
REGIONAL FOOD BANK, FOOD SHARE. THE FAMILY
RECEIVED A BRAND-NEW CAR SEAT AWAITING
THE ARRIVAL OF THEIR SECOND CHILD.

Ventura and Moorpark staff & volunteers receive Easter baskets from Jane and
Pat McDade through an ongoing partnership with St. Jude's Parish in Westlake
Village. The baskets will be distributed to the children of low-income families.



